BSCP General Meeting Minutes
September 17, 2009
 40&8
Attendance: George Bressler, Bob Emrich, Barb Garra, Buster & Dot Grubb,
Linda Lou & Tony Formica, Nina Vacante, Dave Collman,  Rocky,

Jack Bertolette, Karen Weaver, Lucy Ivanoff, Tom Dardick, Eileen Gartside, Carolyn Most.
Meeting was called to order by George @ 6:40pm
Secretary Report: Barb
Copies of the minutes for the August General meeting were provided to all in attendance.
Minutes were also emailed prior to the meeting.  All approved.

.

Treasurer Report: Bob
Balance - $4,459.12.  Paid Dale’s Drum Shop $570.17 for cymbals, misc. stuff.

Paid $369.00 for insurance policy which covers liability.  Receipts are on file.
We also still need to pay the sound for IBC. 
Merchandise: Betty, not present (had surgery)
Merchandise is stored in her garage.  We have access to it anytime.

Public Relations/IBC: Rick (not present ..in Louisville) 
 Bill (not present …in Connecticut)

Rocky states that we will be moving equipment Saturday.  We will need help on Sunday.

 The sound system is ready to go.  Rocky would like to make sure we have a good quality set of amps.  Bands are arriving @ 11:00am.  Judges @ 11:30am.   Bill is coordinating. 
Membership: Dot & Buster

629 paid membership.  Of that, 254 members renewed and 375 new members in 2009.

December we start renewals for 2010.  We can start accepting November 1st.
Website: Nina

Nina states that she is now set up as administrator.  However, she still can not access the server.  She would like to use her own program. George states that if Nina has a program she prefers, she can certainly use it.  Also, questioned the design.  Did we use

Word Press?   Bill Hines sent email offering to work on the website.  However, that was before Nina accepted the task.

Also, she questioned the fact that we have several administrators.  Board members and

Head of committees had access.  She will be contacting Paul for further advice.

Jam: Rocky
Rocky stated that regarding the equipment….The amp stands are improving the sound

if we get them off the floor. We are using the bar stands. One belongs to Tony and the other to Ken. Talked with Ray’s and he ordered a fabric style on a trial basis.
Mitch is interested in the HT amp because Todd built it. He asked what we want for it.

Cost for a brand new deluxe would be $900.  

Make sure HT amp is sold before we do anything.  Also, talked about looking for a used one …cost would be about $610 at a pawn shop in San Diego….Excellent condition.

Rocky makes a recommendation by the committee to make sure we break even on it.

He also wants to contact Todd to make sure he doesn’t want to re-purchase it.  It was a prototype.  Rocky asked if we need to get a vote on all this…deemed not necessary.

Oct 1st there will be a training session for the Jam Host or anyone interested in learning to

be a jam host.  This includes how to set up the equipment, run the board, etc.  Rick is assisting with this….as far as written instructions.  Also, they are going to discuss bands playing together and make up some written cards to read. 

Smoking Issue:

Rocky stated he talked with Adrienne two weeks ago regarding the smoking issue.

She informed him that the receipts were down since the smoking ban. This is surprising

since attendance has been full.  George asked Nina if she had any comment.

Her reply was that there was a board vote to ban smoking for 3 months on a trial basis.

Regardless of the sales, if that was the commitment made with the Blues Society this should have been honored.   If the 3months did not pass, then the 40 & 8 board rescinded 

and they should have not made that call to lift the ban.

Nina just returned to the board this month.  She will investigate this and read their minutes.   Adrienne does not have the right to rescind this agreement if the 3 months are not over.  Nina stated that the 40 & 8 members were complaining about the smoking ban.  It should be their club first and the Blues Society second.  The board runs the operation of this club and no one has the right (not even the president) to overturn a board decision. 
Rocky states that we are still their guests and they can do what they like.

The question is do we want to stay here if they lift the ban and look for another location.

Nina: A new contract was signed by our former president and Adrienne stating that we rent this building for $1.00 a year instead of the 25% donation “Blues for Charity”.   The 25% donation went to the Voutires in a separate envelope.  
Bob:  The 40 & 8 also gave the Blues Society $60 torward the food buffet.  We would give them part of the take..”kind of a wash”.  George: The food is a big problem with the 40 & 8 and the Blues Society. 

Nina: 40 & 8 do not get enough volunteers to help cook at their own functions & events. 

What would the 40 & 8 like as far as the contract? Would they like to return to the 25% 

donation?  George attended the 40 & 8 Board meeting the other week.  He was questioned by John about the tip jar. Why doesn’t the Board get part of the collection?  This stopped when our ex president was still in office.
Linda Lou: The Blues for Charity was the reason that we could come into their club without membership.  Is the Blues for Charity a requirement? 

Nina states that at the next 40 &8 board meeting, she will approach them regarding the

contract.  Should we return to the Blues for Charity? George will also attend that meeting.  Another question: What is the 40 & 8 charging for our events?  The fee for the
Mississippi Railroad Event was $250.  She had asked the board for the minutes to read the details about the rental fees.  However, she has yet to receive them. Hopefully, she will have them by our next board meeting.

Rocky presented an appreciation award to Jack Bertolette.

“In appreciation of your continued efforts for hosting the Thursday Jam” May 23, 2009

It was to be presented at the Treasurer’s Picnic but he was not in attendance.

New Business:
Carolyn Most reviewed Stage on Herr from our last meeting. 

Sunday September 20th there will be a blues jam at 6pm and Sunday

October 4th at 2pm.   They have a sound man, capabilities to record, video, audio, piano. 

This is a non-smoking venue. It can hold 300 people. Food is a possibility. Nice bar.

Street parking is available and also a few blocks away is HACC parking lot.
This is all part of the old PAL building.  It has an auditorium upstairs for a future theatre.

She commented that she can not post anything on the message board yet to get the word

out.  George said he would contact Jason to assist her.  George attended the Fort Hunter Jazz Festival.  That went very well.  Folks were in attendance to both the Jazz Fest as well as the Art Walk that weekend.

Larry Moore did finally speak with George to schedule a meeting the week of Sept 21st.

to discuss the Fort Hunter Wine & Blues Festival. We may have to move the board meeting up from Oct 6th.

Union St. Blues is a new venue in Middletown.  It is an art gallery and music venue.

No alcohol.  No smoking. If you become a member, it’s BYOB. You can purchase beverages, soda, pizza, snacks.  It’s in the former Elks building on the 2nd floor.  Wednesday nights starting at 7:30pm  

Buster makes a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Karen  2nd the motion.
All approved.

Minutes to be accepted or revised.
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