BSCP General Meeting Minutes
January 21, 2010
 40&8
Attendance: George Bressler, Buster & Dot Grubb, Rocky Rothrock, RickHefelfinger, Bob Emrich, Judy Cunningham, Barb Garra, Hannah Sherman,  Dave Coleman, Greg Hogg, Krista Jones, Karen Weaver, Kenny Rimondi, Nina Vacante, Don Johnson.
Guest Speakers: Jeffrey Tinsman, Phil Shank from the Pride of the Susquehanna Riverboat.
Meeting was called to order by George at 6:50pm 
Secretary: 
Copies of the November 2009 General Meeting minutes were posted on our website,

distributed and read.  All approved.

Membership: 
Dot reported we have 190 paid memberships.  We are continuously accepting renewals

and new memberships.

Jam: 

Rocky reports that all equipment is working well.  The crowd was small at the Acoustic 
Jam this past Monday. The week before that was a better turnout. There is little else to
report.

Merchandise: 
Judy informed us that the sweatshirts have arrived.  More aprons are on order. The apron sizes run a little small.  George questioned about selling merchandise at the club.  Judy contacted Nina and nothing is finalized.  Approval is needed with the 40 & 8 Board.   It is uncertain when we can start selling merchandise.  We can display the items near the P.A.

system for customer viewing.

Newsletter:  Krista Jones accepted the offer as editor of the BSCP newsletter at our last board meeting.  She reports that Chuck and Carrie have contacted her to assist her with the transition. There is a template available.  Her home computer was recently upgraded. However, she is uncertain at this time what programs are available.   A Desktop Publishers’ program is needed. She will search for free availability.  If it is not available, she asked for financial aid for a purchase.  A treasurers’ report is given to make that 
decision.

Treasurers’ Report: 
Bob reports a current balance of $7829.55.  Outstanding payments would be $1700

to the Sheraton for reserving our New Year’s Party for next year.  With the new and renewed memberships, we should be in good shape.  The ordered merchandise is already paid.  It is agreed that we have the available monies to purchase a program for Krista.  Nina comments that we are better off buying a good program, instead of dealing with something for free off the internet.

George introduces our guest speakers, Jeffrey Tinsman and Phil Shenk from the Pride of the Susquehanna Riverboat.   They contacted George regarding another venue for a Blues event on the riverboat.

Jeffrey reviews the history of the Pride of the Susquehanna.  It is a non-profit organization.  The boat was built with community funds and is owned by the community.

People have a misconception that it is owned by the city or a private enterprise.  They are searching for new opportunities and new venues.  Phil thanks us for the invitation to speak and for George’s sponsorship with the Pride of the Susquehanna. Last year was the

20th anniversary for the Pride. 
Phil reflects on the Lochiel days. It was a great venue; blues on the water makes good sense.  There is no actual plan set, but they would like us to get involved with the riverboat.  Blues on the water would be a great opportunity.  Currently, they have Jazz on Thursdays from 5:30 to 7:30pm.  It has not been very successful because they do not have the following like the blues.  Attendance is low, approximately 30 people.   To make a profit, a crowd of at least 100 is needed. 
It is a phenomenal resource on the river; clearly an icon of Central Pennsylvania. It would be a great opportunity to bring more revenue to the area and keep the paddles floating.

 The Pride is the only floating bar on the Susquehanna River.  Limit capacity is 120.  The season runs from May 7th to November 7th. 

Discussion continues about a Blues Cruise.  The riverboat does have an onboard generator with a built in sound system. The Jazz Cruise is not profitable.

They rely on the sales of alcohol.  Admission is $4.00 for children and $7.00 for adults

for a regular cruise.  A “Sunset Blues Cruise” once a month on a trial basis is suggested.

Dates, times, crew availability, admission, costs for local artists are further discussed.  

Jazz bands receive approximately $100 to $250.  To maintain the boat, it cost about

$335 an hour.  There is also a pavilion available for rent at a cost of $125. 
 On another note, Phil and Jeff further comment that there are numerous worthy fund raisers throughout the city such as the “Miracle Mile”.  The Pride is planning a fund raiser for an Oktoberfest on October 3rd.  This includes bands, ABC Brewery, etc. and they would like our support for this as well.  George states that things like that could fall into place, after we seize this opportunity for a blues event.
It is agreed that we are all in favor of organizing a Blues Cruise to help the Pride. 

A Pride of the Susquehanna committee meeting is scheduled for Friday Jan. 22nd.  

They will contact us at a later date.

Public Relations:
Rick reports the VFW is secured for the IBC on September 19, 2010 and the Christmas

Party on December 5, 2010.  He also contacted Sharon Hayworth from the Sheraton to

secure our New Years Party for next year.  He has a copy of the old contract and the new contract.  In comparison, nothing should change.  The beer prices and the room prices remain the same. He will follow up with Bob to for payment of $1700.

Also, he is still in contact with Janet Kratchick from the Patriot GO section.  Today’s section read” Blues Jam at the 40 & 8.  There was no mention of the BSCP. She states that changes cannot be made because a format is followed from her editor. And to reiterate, Alexis Dow is the events contact.  Various editors, various duties, etc.
He is still working with Larry Moore about the Fort Hunter event.  At the initial meeting with him, he spoke of a $20,000 budget for both days.  We assumed this was for only the musicians.  However, it is not.  This includes sound, stage, etc. He has an expensive bluegrass headliner scheduled.  It turns out we have only $2000 remaining from the $6500 for Savoy Brown and the Saturday’s budget.  An email was received from him stating Alexis Suter is nixed.  Further discussion was made on the remaining line up…Roger Girke Band at a price of $500.  We all voiced that a female artist is needed.possibly Ursula Ricks.  Greg recommends Gretchen Emery and the Dirty Boots.  He attended a recent Delaware event and made a few video recordings.  Viewing can be done on MyFacebook. 

 A meeting will be scheduled with Larry for finalization. Rick will follow up.
Website:
Nina states that contact should be made to her at awebdesign@comcast.net.

She will also post this on our message board.  The website is work in progress.  The General meeting minutes are posted as well as some photos from the Cornerstone and other various events. 

New Business:

Buster states that Rocky did make the by-law changes.  Copies are available and
will be posted on the website.  
Nina states that within the next few weeks the 40 & 8 Board will be undergoing

re-organization.  A meeting with the Voitures is scheduled for February 14th.

The Voitures are intent to be more active.  Any active (veteran) 40 & 8 members from the BSCP should get involved.  This is our club as well.  Our voices need to be heard

regarding the blues jams.  These meetings are held every 2nd Sunday of the month at 1pm.

40 & 8 active membership is $22 for the first year and $20 every year after.

40 & 8 social membership is $5.
Also, brought to the attention of the 40 & 8 is the volume of the music at our jams.  Some neighbors are complaining about the loudness.  The volume needs to be lowered.

Further discussion is made that this has always been an issue.  Whoever is running the board or hosting, needs to display a sign to keep the volume down and enforce it.

Some business may be lost if it is lowered.  There are a few musicians who bring their own amps and do play loud.  If this is enforced, some of these musicians may come out less often.  If we have a noise issue, maybe this is not the place for the blues jam.
The back room is currently for active members. This was intended for a smoking area.  However, it is non- smoking now and most of our members do not use it.

At the next board meeting, Nina will ask if we can use it for merchandise sales.

George states the Susquehanna Folk Society contacted us for sponsorship of Guy Davis

for “Blues in Lights”.  Donation is $200.  However, someone else already made this
donation before we could make a decision.  
Mom1 (Virgina Ivanoff) sent an email to Barb about some concerns since she could not attend the meeting. Once again she is on the move…at the Music Makers.  She was in favor of sponsorship of Guy Davis.  Also, she suggested that we contribute our jam collections once a month to the Lebanon Veterans.  A collection box is stationed near the fireplace with a list of items needed.  It is little enough to do for those who have done so much for us.  

Also, Nate Myers contacted George asking for volunteers for the Harpalooza event he hosts every year the ABC (Appalachian Brewery Company).  This is always held

in May.  If anyone is interested in volunteering, please check his website www.natemyers.com  for more details.

Jeff Lynch is organizing a benefit for Help for Haiti to be held at the Maennorchor.

Please check the message board for further details. 

Don Johnson states that he was thinking about performing another production of the “Tear Jar” to raise monies for Haiti.  This decision rests on the Tear Jar founder,
Chris Bravacos.

Buster addresses the revised by-laws again.  Dot moves to accept the revised 

By-laws. All are in favor. 

Meeting is adjourned at 8:20pm

These minutes are to be revised or accepted.

Respectfully,

Barb Garra, Secretary
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