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Blues Society of Central Pennsylvania
April 2010
Treasureros Picni
Tickets will be available Tickets are available at your friends and get your
May 1st for the annual the Thursday night jams tickets early.
BSCP Tr e as ur eandfromany officer, or by .
nic, set for Sunday, calling the member lineat Hereoés the sch
May 30 , rain or shine, 888-771-2727. 1 p.m., Mark Focazio
atthe 40 & 8 e gy Band _
Club Pavilion. 1:45 p.m., Jimbo
The gates will Sage
open at noon. . 2p.m., Jimmy D
Trio
Live music per- ' 2:45 p.m., Acoustic
formances will Stew
startat 1 p.m. 3 p.m., Nate Myers
Tickets are $15 in & the Aces
advance and $20 3:45p.m., Dr. Mo
at the gate. 4 p.m., Krypton
| Ticket sales will City Blues Revue
be limited to 500 S 4:45 pm., Keith
tickets. Nate Myers & the AcesKeign | ast yea
5 p.m.,The Hum-
As always, the picnic The music lineup features blers
will feature fabulous seven bands and, between  5:45 p.m., Mitch & Lee
barbecued chicken, bur- sets, six acoustic perform- 6 p.m., Rotten Belly
gers and hotdogs; plus ances. Blues
salads, snacks, hot sides, ) 6:45 p.m., Don Judy
casseroles and desserts. S In o years P&7pm., The Cornlickers
Beverages are included. gonna be a blast! So invite
Jimmy Duck Holmes to Perform April 24
Jimmy "Duck" Holmes, Holmes is the proprietor Nehemi ah 0Skipo
Mississippi blues guitar-  of one of the oldest juke Hol mes studied
ist, will perform Satur- joints in Mississippi, The style, including notable
day, April 24, at 8 p.m. Bl ue Front. H songs "Cherry Ball," "Hard
at the 40 & 8 Club, 5831 tioner and advocate ofthe Ti mes, " and "1 0
Chambers Hill Road, distinctive blues style of the Devil."
Harrisburg. Admission his hometown of Benton, )
to the oMiss Ms.,whosemostfamous Hefounded the Bentonia
roadé event sonwas blues pioneer Blues Festival, held annu-
See page 3
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State of tBytPresidenBsborye BreSsi@

thing on my ternational Blues Challenge (IBC) in the daleMS., April 24, at the 40&8 club. BIG
N mind is to say and it gets better each year. Their only  thanks to Miss Hannah Sherman & that
& thankyouto  supporting the blues, which lies at the ce Cornlicker Dale Wise for putting this to-

| our of their soul. | am so humbled to be their gether for us.
% s BSCHboard
for the incredi- contemporary. Don't forget the Treasurer's Picnic on M

are doing dise department chaired by Judy Cunnir events to hit the BSE€Re Blues Festival
behind the ham. Judy (and Bob Emrich, our treasur at Fort Hunter on June 12 with headline
scenes. New are at all of our events selling our "stuff.” SAVOY BROWNiree regional acts are
to the board is New this year is the ability to use a credi also on that bill as well as several local
our public relations mdrost, Found, & card to buy allyafur BSCP gear. blues bands on a second stage that Ric

Dearly Departed event founder Rick H | could ot but this to bed without Savin Hefelfinger has put together. I honestly ¢
felfinger. Rick has been dazzling us wi P YINg know when Rick sleeps, seeing as how

his professionalism, promoting our BS ;Ii—ganga\r(%uegg?af‘%;?g gZ?rr;tc\)Nchj)rhn;sv event, the Lost, Found, & Dearly Depart
events, & we have a "boatload" of ther dor?é an astonish?/n job dili er,1tl record parly, i ifie following wesk. And dontid
store this summérbre about that later. . 9] gently theBilltowiBlues Fest on June 13

the minutes at the BSCP board AND gel (Sunday).

Two more board members workin' thel meetings. Not too many members know o _
tails off are Gaiocky" Rothrock,two Mmonthly board meetings can run THREE The Brigg's Farm Blues Fest (in Nescop

time vice president and the man respc hours; and Barb doesn't miss a word. Tt PA) t_ak_es placg July 9 & 10, followed by
ble for keeping order at our weekly Th minutes are posted on our WeBaits. MISSISSIppI Railroad event, July 11, feat
day night jam. Rocky also runs the acc you are SO awesome. ing the legendary
tic jam, which is on hiatus while he finc wards.

. It's gonna be a busy summer for blues fe
another venue since the last one clos in Central PAleading off with the Jimmy

The very first  Also Bill Hines runs our very successful "Duck” Holmes show straight from Clarks-

ble job they ~ We also have a newly invigorated merct 30. A few weeks later is one of the biggest

Ay

Jon't
his
ed
rget

eck,
our

Ur-
Davi

This and That...

By George Bressler Another uniquely cool thing goin' on I think they are also backing Big Jack
People are constantly approaching melately is the Tuesday Bluesday series Je Johnson at the Billtown Blues Festival in
with new ideas to support blues music Lynch runs at der Maennerchor on June.

here in Harrisburg. One of the more  North Street, downtown. Free admis- ) _
interesting ones lately belongs to the sion, cheap beer, and the world's most  L0cal guitar hero Mark Focazio has a hg
Susquehanna Riverboat Society, AWESOME chicken wings. Jeff ran the new blues band _that's been TEARIN' IT
headed by Phil Shenkhil proposes very successful Haiti earthquake benefit UP (Mark Focazio Band). And I was
that perhaps once a month, weave a there (& raised over $5,000!), had na- blown away at the ‘chor Ha't' benefit by
blues band on the Pride of the Sus-  tional blues band Lightnin' Malcolm & Dr. Mo (Dave Moyer) & his new band.
quehanna Riverboat (docked at City ~Cedric Burnside in there, & recently had L0CK for both these guitar slingers at the
Island), possibly on a Saturday or Sun-Gennarro Porcelli- a mind boggling Treasurer's Picnic May 30.

day evening, for a f_evx_/ hou_rs as the b!ues guitarist_ from Naples, Italy. What_ In case you haven't been out to the

sun goes down. Thisideais noten- did | RILLY think Qf Gennarro? | saw his Thursday night jam in awhile, the smok-
tirely new. It worked some years back show SIX TIMES in one week. We sent ing is finally GONE FOR GOOD. Much ¢

somewhat successfully, but we'd like him & his crew back to Italy with a the credit goes to Nina Vacante, the

to give it another go. A very cool bunch of cool BSCP gear, too. Privately gscp's liaison to the 40&8. who also
thing, | think, & unique to HBG. funded, of course. helped bring the jam there after the
Maybe we could float down to the ;

Loc);nel. Word on the street is that local favorite L-Ochiel closed. Does the 40&8 compare

the Comnlickers are headed to EUROPE ViPewise to the Lochiel? Can Gary Har-
to tour with Terry Harmonica Bean. rington bend a guitar string3ee you at
the jam...

=+
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Savoy Brown H

Legendary English blues band Savoy
Brown will headline the Music and Wine
Festival at Fort Hunter Park, 5300 N.
Front St., Harrisburg, on Saturday,
June 12.

The event, sponsored by the Dauphin
County Parks & Recreation and-co
sponsored by the Blues Society of Cen-
tral Pennsylvania, begins at 3:30 p.m.
and featuresational and local blues
recording artists.

To help promote and support this excit-
ing event, the Blues Society is offering
an extra $5 off to the first 50 BSCP

memberswho purchase advance tickets,

available at the Thursday jam, or by
arrangement if you call the BSCP mem-
ber line at 888771-2727. Standard

BLUES NEWS WWW.BSCPBLUES.ORG

eadlines June 12 Event

brought to the US as part of the frame-Sat ur day 6 s
work of rock and roll music of the performances at a side stage between
1970s. Their influence now stretches t he sets at the
into modern rock as we know it today. musical lineup.

As the band continues to tour world- )

wide, they give a glimpse into the past 3:30 p-m. - Roger Girke Band
and also inspire new listeners with 430 p-m. - Mitch Ivanoff &

their personal brand of boogie, blues Lee Carroll
and rock. 5:00 p.m. - Gretchen Emeng
Dirty Boots

These featured blues bands also will
grace the main stage at the event:

6:00 p.m.- Acoustic Stew
6:30 p.m. - SaRon Crenshaw Band
7:30 p.m.- Mark Focazio Band

SaRon Crenshaw Band- Delivering 8:00 p.m.- Savoy Brown

blues with a soul twist, band leader

event W i

mali

SaRon Crenshaw is a regular at
Terrablues in New York City.

Gretchen Emery & Dirty Boots --

Fronted by vocalist Gretchen Emery,

Food and beverages will be available
for purchase, and event goers are wel-
come to bring baskets and coolers.
Youol | be able to
of Central Pennsylvania's top wineries

admission is $20 in advance, $25 at the the band creates a musical collage of 4,4 enjoy a gathering of craft and food

gate. Children under 12 are admitted fre?lues, rock, and soul.

vendors amidst a scenic, historical park.

with a paid adult admission.

Savoy Brownis one of the earliest of
the British blues bands of the 60s and
70s. With founder guitarist Kim Sim-
monds, Savoy Brown helped launch the

The Roger Girke Band-- The Roger
Girke Band has released three criti-
cally acclaimed CDs and has com-
peted in the 2005, 2006 and 2009

So grab a chair, blanket, umbrella and
sunscreen and come out for a day of
The Blues!

International Blues Challenge.

1967 UK blues movement, which they

Gates open at 3 p.m., rain or shine.

Jimmy Duck Holmes, April 24 at 40 & 8

From page 1

forming more actively and has
since garnered several awards

and accolades. A self-styled mu- musi cians. O0The Raji

sic educator, Holmes had been a Central Pennsylvania the opportu-

somewhat reluctant performer, nity to experience some of the last,

but he enjoys the opportunity to truly original Mississippi blues-

share his music and talk about men.

the Bentonia tradition. ] )

0This is as close

"You dondt get ne experiencing Mississippi without

youbdre doing your actually going the

of performing. Visit www.mississippirailroad.com
ally from 1972 wuntil the mid 690s for info.

and it was revived in 2006.
That s when

Ho | me s€Velis yas develpred by Dale

The Mississippi Railroad series of

Wise and Dave Groninger as a plat-
form for showcasing Delta Blues

(Photo by Lou Bopp. Copyright 2009, Lou Bopp.
All rights reserved)

i n s
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Lost, Found, Departed Picnic June 19

Dondt miss this
& Dearly Departed 8 th Annual
Blues Picnic, Saturday, June 19,
from noon to 10 p.m. at the Postal
Employee Gun Club Picnic
Grounds, 1500 Roberts Valley Rd.,
Harrisburg.

The music is a mix of blues and
R&B with national, regional and
local recording artists. The enter-
tainment lineup features: Zora
Young, Krypton City Blues Revue
with Blue Elephant & Friends,
Gary Belloma & The Blue Bomb-
ers, Jackie Scott & The House-
wreckers, Helene Milan &

Y € Friends, Mikey Jr. & Stone Cold
Blues and The Alter Boys.

Food is included with admission:
Louieds famous f
chicken, fries, salads and more
(while supplies last). Dessert do-
nations are welcome. The event is
BYOB.

Admission is $25 in advance and
$30 at the gate. For children 12
and under, admission is $10. Tick-
ets go on sale May 2 and are
avail able at Mrd
St. Harrisburg; Triple R Guitar,
Market St., Lemoyne;

www.ddblues.org;

www.brownpapertickets.com/event/

104210; or by calling 800 -838-

3006/Event 104210. For more info,
r call (717) 919-0569.

Lost, Found & Dearly Departed

Inc. (LF&DD) is a domestic non-
profit geared toward promoting the
Blues while providing a social
backdrop for enjoyment and fellow-
ship. The grounds and pavilion are
very rustic, but campers may spend
Saturday night into Sunday morn-
ing. The event will be held rain or
shine.

David Honeyboy Edwards in Harrisburg July 11

The Blues Society is proud to pre-
sent David
one of the last original acoustic
Delta blues guitar players, on Sun-
day, July 11, at 2 p.m. at the 40 &
8 Clubds outdoor
sion is free to members, and $10
memberships will be available at
the gate. Refreshments will not be
provided, but you may bring a pic-
nic and BYOB.

Born June 28, 1915 in Shaw, Ms.,
Edwards is one of the last living
links to Robert Johnson and other
major blues legends, including

OHoneyb®y 6eEd®Bandy,

Charley Patton, Big Joe Williams,

Boy
Miller, Howl i nd
Wheatstraw, Sunnyland Slim,
Lightnind Hopki

p &itle Waliteq Magic athmands -
Muddy Waters. He has written

several bl ues hi't g
Tal | Woman Bl ues,
Man, 6 and o0Just L

James. 0

His performance is arranged in
collaboration with Dale Wise and
Dave Groninger, who developed
the OMississippi

as a platform for showcasing Delta
blues musicians.

Grady Champion -- Back in Mississippi Live at the 930 Café

By Greg Hogg

It has been quite awhile since

Il 6ve written a
after listening to Grady Cham-
pionds
Mississippi Live at the 930 Café
I 6dm i mpressed
duce you to it.

| received this CD as my door
prize at the

C D Eye@ayty. Whpt a sygrige to

discover that Grady Champion

200 7Ba€kin r e [and Righand had just won the
Found a test

e n o Mgmphig op Japugry 33 ¢! No

010 Bl ues

wonder é This guy

BSCPt he

Grady Champion shifted gears in
early 690s
rapper and became a dynamic
blues singer/harmonica player wor-
thy of winning this prestigious con-

from

Back in Mississippi Live at the 930
Café features the sharp guitar

(Next page)
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Blues Calendar of Upcoming Events

April 16-1871 JukeJoint Festival
Clarksdale, MS
www.jukejointfestival.com

April 237 Guy Davis, Whitaker Cen-
ter Stage 2, Harrisburg
www.sfmsfolk.org

April247J i mmy A Duck?o
40 & 8 Club, Harrisburg

www.bscpblues.org

May 61 Bloomsburg ArtWalk ;
Downtown Bloomsburg, PA

May 81 Harpapalooza 6- Appala-
chian Brewing Company, Harrisburg

May 222371 Chesapeake Bay Blues
Festival; Annapolis, MD
www.bayblues.org

May 30,2010 BSCP Tr easu
Picnic; 40 & 8 Club Pavilion in
Chambers Hill, Harrisburg

June 367 Western Maryland Annual
Blues Fest Hagerstown, MD
www.bluesfest.org

June 12137 Dauphin County Music
and Wine Festival Fort Hunter,
Harrisburg;www.dauphincounty.org

June 13 Billtown Blues Festival
Hughesvillewww.billtownblues.org

June 19 Lost, Found and Dearly
Departed; Postal Employee Gun Club
Picnic Grounds, Harrisburg
www.ddblues.org

July9-107 Briggs Farm Blues Festi-
val; Nescopeck, PA
briggsfarm.com

July 117 Mississippi Railroad Picnig
40 & 8 Club Pavilion, Harrisburg

July 23257 Pocono Annual Blues
Festival, Jack Frost Big Boulder Ski
Area, Blakeslee, PAyww.jfbb.com

August 13 Heritage Music Blues
Fest Wheeling, WV
www.heritagemusicfest.com

August 217 Reservoir Park;
Harrisburg

August 21i Hot August Blues Festi-
val; Oregon Ridge Park, Cockeysville,
MD; www.hotaugustblues.com

September I9International Blues
Competition; VFW, Steelton, PA

October 791 Arkansas Blues & Heri-
tage Festival] Helena, AR
www.bluesandheritagefest.com

December 5 BSCP Christmas Party,
VFW, Steelton, PA

December 31 BSCP New Years Eve
Party, Sheraton Lindle Road,
Harrisburg

Grady Champion CD

playing of Eddie Cotton Jr., the
icing on the
strong vocals and harp. Being a
live performance, the 14 tracks
are a mixture of five time -
honored covers and eight origi-
nal songs written or co -written
by Grady.

After a brief introduction of
Grady by Eddie Cotton Jr., this
July 7, 2007 live - recorded show
gets off the ground with Willie

Review (continued)

funky, syncopated song a la

¢ a k eRolbed €rayGiahdednyttisgunky

groove, Grady howls and growls

throug®Bd oved an
adds some very tasty harp licks!
Shifting to a breezy, soulful tune

with a rap verse injected is
OPolicemands Bl ue

be seen and heard on video at
Gradyb6s website.

A rocki
Wol f &8s

ng present
0Spoonful,

Di xonds 01l dm Re admatichanferad theawdierste, b y
Ji mmi e Reed0s 0 Bstipls gn inWltha $smok¥hg, slow
Want Me To Do/ Brhlgues Ladrgihgisn &l
before shifting to three Grady Bl uesdé featuri
Champion originalvsor ko Yoy Eddi e

Some Explaining Teon doMe mosr iaes, 0

oL
ng
Cot

a

ballad, follows before returning to a
toet apping shuffl e,
Women. 6 Then
an Allman Brothers -like southern
rocker, is followed by the slow,
smooth groove
finaltrackisal2 -bar bl
<sOn Christmas. 6

of
ues

The Grady Champion Band will be
out playing the festival circuit all
¢ year as reward for winning the 2010
¢ IBC. Stop by a festival and check
t hem a
live music and the blues!

out ébuy CD

th —~ — A~

OBr ot

0
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Dickinson Students Get Schooled in Delta Blues

Student Ann Farb sits in

By Breanna Marr

On our way to Louisiana to study
the wetlands, 15 of my fellow
Dickinson College students and |
took a break from the road to
visit the home of the Delta Blues:
Clarksdale, Mississippi. We
pulled into town feeling ex-
hausted from endless hours of
driving, but as soon as we
stepped into
thoughts of sleep evaporated
from our minds.

Re dod

The dim red light and jamming
music compelled the lot of us o
professors and all & to take to the
floor and dance. Big Jack John-
son played along with Alphonso
Sanders on the saxophone, Mr. T
on the bass, and
on the drums. They were phe-
nomenal, and it was impossible
not to enjoy and appreciate the
experience.

Sure the ceiling was covered in
plastic and none of the chairs
matched; no one cared once Big
Jackods gruff wvoic
phone or Watermelon Slim put

his lips to his harmonica. It was

a shame that ¢the
swinging and Blues -bopping had to
end.

We woke up the next morning at the
Uptown Motor Inn. The stale smell of
cigarette smoke clung heavily to our
hair, but the memories of soulful mu-
sic, dance, and people made it more
than worth the nasal discomfort.

We headed over to the Delta Amuse-
ment Cafe for breakfast, which
serves meat on just about everything,
including pancakes, for an additional
$1.50. There was more grease to my
hash browns than potato, but they
were delicious. No one embarked on
this journey for the sake of health
food.

Our waistbands just a little tighter,
we walked over to the Delta Blues
Museum, which is fittingly located at
the corners of Delta and Blues Ave-
nues. One of the best-kept buildings
in Clarksdale, this impressive, refur-
bi shed freight st
missed. Maie Smith, a kind -natured
tour guide and proprietor, shared
with us her wealth of knowledge
about the history of the museum, the

exhibits, and the blues artists
themselves.

People from across the globe make
pilgrimages to this amassment of
cultural history, where the walls

are covered with biographies of
famous Delta blues artists and an-
ecdotes from their larger -than -life
lives. Dozens of glass cases display
the clothing, harmonicas, guitars,
banjos, and madinka koras (21 -
stringed instruments made from
calabash gourds and cow skin) of
legends.

One of the most striking exhibits is
a sculpture by blues artist James
0Sondé Thomas.
of a life -size clay woman lying in a
coffin. Atop the lid rests a clay

skull complete with a set of real
human teeth. The empty eyes
stared eerily at us. | imagine that
they enjoyed our looks of shock.

ni ¢

" Just beside these images of death
is one of the most powerful exhibits
that the museum had to offer:
Muddy
Roughly hewn from uneven cypress
logs, this dwelling housed Waters
on a sharecropping plantation. It
was incredible to see this humblest
of beginnings standing 10 feet
away from the artifacts of the

glitzy life of bright lights and blues
that Waters went
truly a testament to the indomita-
bility of the human spirit.

But the Delta Blues Museum is
more than a hall of memories. With
their Delta Blues Arts and Educa-
tion Program, the facility is teach-
ing a new generation of artists to
play the blues. For anyone who
loves the blues, this museum is a
must -see.

After we wandered through 7,000
square feet jam -packed with his-
at itory, we strode out onto the lawn.
The sun soaking into our blue
jeans, we lay on the grass in front
of the museum and presented biog-
raphies of blues musicians beneath

Wa t eaora @abiro n e
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